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SYNTHETIC DRUGS — PROHIBITED SUBSTANCES 

Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.12 pm]: I rise to alert 
members that the government is now moving to list nine drugs as prohibited substances under the Poisons Act. 
The substances to which I refer include one potent synthetic opioid and eight synthetic cannabinoids. These have 
emerged in WA over the past 12 months, having been detected through blood samples analysed in the coroner’s 
cases, through the drug testing of impaired individuals and through drug seizures. They have brand names such 
as Blue Magic, OMG Tea, VIP Champagne, Ritzy and Red Dragon. 

These substances have potentially very serious health consequences, with some having been found to have 
caused deaths. They routinely have effects including altered mental state—confusion, disorientation and 
hallucinations—high blood pressure and increased heart rate. In the case of the synthetic opioid, known as W-18, 
I am advised that ChemCentre testing found it to be 10 000 times more potent than morphine. There has been 
a continuing battle to control synthetic drugs, with new compounds being synthesised to stay ahead of the law by 
providing alternatives to prohibited drugs. 

Last year, the Western Australian government took the major step of introducing the Misuse of Drugs 
Amendment (Psychoactive Substances) Bill 2015. This legislation prohibits the sale, supply, manufacture, 
advertising and promotion of any psychoactive substance or substance purported to have a psychoactive effect 
unless it is approved under existing legislation or regulation. Prior to the legislation, a drug needed to be 
specifically scheduled as prohibited to be counted as illegal, and scheduling done at a national level could be 
a lengthy process. It was even the case that if WA Police seized a psychoactive substance and it was then found 
after testing not to be specifically scheduled, they were required to return it to the owner despite its potential to 
cause harm. Although the amended Misuse of Drugs Act makes illegal the emerging psychoactive substances to 
which I am referring today, WA Police report that the specific naming of substances under the Poisons Act, as 
we are now progressing, removes any doubt and assists with enforcement. 

The Western Australian government is unwavering in its commitment to combat illicit drugs. With the 
amendments to the Misuse of Drugs Act passed last year and the Poisons Act, we now have the machinery to 
stop drug producers and suppliers from avoiding the law by refining new substances. As we are doing with the 
nine new drugs now, the government will continue to act as other new drugs emerge. 
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